
 

                        WELTON AND DISTRICT  
PATIENTS AND DOCTORS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Health Centre 
on Thursday October 27th 2016 at 7.30pm. 

Before the meeting, Dr, Howard gave an interesting and informative talk on Geo-caching. 
As most of the audience had not previously heard of this, it proved to be a fascinating 
subject for discussion. 

Present:.  
Phil Rodgers, Isi Reynolds, Janet Goddard, Jan Sims, Sallie Stead, Roy Minnit, Sylvia 
Astbury, Chris Jackson, Irene McCully, Betty Blower, Eunice Wright, John Smith, Liz 
Smith, Di Rodgers, Terry Wright, Mike Lynch, Mal Reynolds, Brian Astbury, Sylvia 
Astbury, Jane Padgett, Anne Hendrie. 

Apologies:,  
Joan Desforges, Janet Lynch, Peter Morton, Katrina Morton, Brian Beardsell, Janet 
Beardsell, Dennis Minnitt. 

Minutes of last meeting:  
The Minutes were accepted as a true record. 

Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

Chairman’s report: 
The Chairman felt he had received good guidance and support from the Committee 
throughout his inaugural year and because of the work being done by the PDA for the 
Community, was prompted to seek a Communities Award from West Lindsey District 
Council. The Association was shortlisted but the Award went to a community library. 
This year has seen the updating of our Constitution and we have finally managed to 
provide training in wheelchair handling for all drivers who requested it, thanks to Janet 
Lynch. Thanks also went to Mike Lynch who raises funds through eBay sales, a very time 
consuming project. 
During this year, we have received grants from the IGas Community Fund, the 
Lincolnshire Co-operative Community Champions scheme and West Lindsey’s Councillor 
Initiative Fund as well as donations from our patients. 



Phil thanked the Officers and members of the Committee for their help and support 
during this year. He mentioned that three loyal and long serving supporters, namely Roy 
Minnitt, Sylvia Astbury and Joan Desforges would not be standing for re-election and 
thanked them for their hard work and enthusiasm over many years. 
Phil also thanked Dr. Howard once more for giving up his time to explain his interesting 
hobby to us all. 

Treasurer’s report: 
Jan thanked Derek Clark for auditing the accounts for this financial year from 
September 2015 to August 2016. 
The total income of the General Account for this financial year was  £4071.20 
comprising: 
£2303.28   Fund Raising (Christmas and Spring Lunches, Autumn Fayre) 
£   114.90    Health Centre sales (knitted goods, Orange Man, jewellery) 
£    50.00    Wheelchair hire 
£  558.02    Co-op Community Champions 
£1045.00     Donations 

On behalf of the PDA, Jan thanked everyone who had made a donation. 

The total expenditure of the General Account for this financial year was £4785.00 
comprising: 
£  950.00     PDA storage shed 
£    52.00     One year’s ground rent to the Village Hall 

£3783.00     Items purchased for the Health Centre comprising: 
£  828.90     Final 5 payments of the Booking-In Screen 
£  166.10      Ear irrigator 
£  318.00      Doppler 
£    20.00     Clock for the Waiting Room 
£  450.00     Handrail outside the Health Centre 
£2000.00     Chairs for Doctors’ rooms 

As of 31st August 2016, the balance of the General Account is £2075.25 

Liaison 
Sallie had not expected to be addressing an AGM again but of course has been covering 
Nadina Prestedge’s maternity leave. Nadina had a baby girl in January and hopes to 
return to work early in 2017. 
Sallie thanked the PDA for their hard work and continuing enthusiasm to raise funds for 
the patients. She recognised that fundraising raising events need a lot of background 
work and on behalf of the Practice thanked all involved with the PDA. 



It has  been another challenging year for the Practice with many instances of long term 
sickness that had to be covered.  Dr.Nellist did not return from maternity leave due to 
her husband’s relocation with work and it had also been learned recently that Dr. Porter 
has also decided not to return to work in December after the birth of her baby, as she 
wishes to spend time with her young family. Dr. Gomez had a little girl this year and is 
due, hopefully , to return next April. Toni the receptionist had a baby boy following her 
maternity leave in June and finally Gill Baker, the Nurse Practitioner, retired from work 
in August but happily a replacement had been found and the new member of staff starts 
work at the end of November. 
Sallie reported that the Practice was delighted to announce that Dr. Bletcher, who has 
been covering maternity leave for some time, will become a full time partner from April 
and it is hoped that Dr. Kathryn Fickling will also continue to work on a part time basis 
after that time. 
CQC undertook  a full inspection of the Practice on September 12th. This involved a lot of 
preparation but the feedback was generally positive with no major issues or concerns. 
Sallie thanked those members of the PDA who had been involved and that the Inspectors 
had been impressed by their activities. The full report is expected at any time and will be 
published on the Health Centre’s website. 
Sallie reminded the meeting that she had spoken in 2014 of the challenges that would 
occur with the prosed building development at that time. This is now taking place and 
consequently the Practice has been submitting bids for funding to expand its current 
premises by utilising the library. This has been unsuccessful to date as funds had been 
diverted from buildings to IT by the NHS. An answer would have to be found soon, 
however, as Dr. Gomez had no consulting room for her return in April. 
Many challenges lie ahead for General Practice not least a new contract for GPs in 2017. 
Welton has federated with five other Practices this year - Nettleham, Ingham, Lindum, 
Minster and Glebe Park - to form Imp Healthcare. This will  help to spread costs by 
sharing services , albeit over a large area and number of patients, thereby hopefully 
avoiding the dismantling of General Practice as we know it and privatisation taking over. 
The future of the NHS is threatened by an ageing population, increasing costs of 
medicine, GPs retiring early or leaving the profession, fewer GPs being trained and huge 
overspends in secondary care, but the Practice is committed to preserving our future. 
Sallie finished her report by thanking the PDA for their continued hard work and support 
and she  looked forward to working together in 2017. 

Fund Raising 
Roy reported on our fundraising events which have taken place this year up to the end of 
August 2016. 

Autumn Fayre 3rd. October 2015 
This is our major fund raising event and was held in Welton Village Hall from 2pm – 
4.30pm. We provided various games, the raffle, cakes and books stalls, bric a brac and a 
cafe serving cakes, tea and coffee and soft drinks. We hired out 16 tables at £5 each to 



anyone wishing to sell their own products. The raffle continues to raise the most money 
at these events, largely due to the organising efforts of Janet Goddard. Ticket sales 
commence up to 3 months before the Autumn Fayre date and are sold by committee 
members , families and friends, volunteer drivers and local businesses and many prizes 
are donated by businesses in and around the Welton area. The total raised  was £2115 of 
which the raffle was just over half at £1178. Roy passed on his sincere thanks to all who 
have helped in whatever capacity to make this a very successful event. 

Christmas Lunch 4th. December 2015  
84 tickets were sold and everyone enjoyed Christmas Lunch with all the trimmings. In 
addition there was the usual raffle, cake stall, books and Christmas card sales. This event 
raised £565. 

Spring Lunch 22nd. April 2016   
89 people attended this event and enjoyed a first class meal plus the usual raffle, cake  
and book stalls. This time we included a Spring Bonnet Competition which had about 15 
entries and was judged by one of our doctors, the prize being 2 tickets for the Christmas 
lunch. Altogether £597 was raised for PDA funds. 

Plant Sale at the Welton May Day Fair 2nd. May 2016   
For the third year, a plant stall was hired at the May Day Fair, at a cost of £10. The stall 
was manned by PDA committee members and friends and the takings were £157, an 
excellent result considering the rain. As before, Chris Jackson kindly agreed to put the 
unsold plants outside her house and raised a further £35 over the next few days,  the 
final result being £192. 
  
Knitted Goods  
Knitted items continue to be on sale at the reception desk in the Health Centre. This year 
sales amounted to £146. Roy passed on his grateful thanks to all the knitters.                

Roy finished by expressing sincere thanks to all who help and support the PDA in 
whatever capacity at all our fund raising events. 

Transport 
The total miles travelled between 1st Oct 2015 and 30th Sept 2016 was 24996 which is 
4845 less than last year’s record. 1494 journeys carried 1622 patients. The total amount 
paid out to drivers for this period was £1595.35, a decrease of £1222.92 on the previous 
12 months. The total amount held in Transport accounts at 31st August 2016 was 
£5871.52. Donations from patients in the last year amounted to £716.85, including £55 
from SCP Social Club.  Another successful funding bid to IGas gave us £1330 for the 
purchase of a shed which is sited at Welton Village Hall. This has been put to good use as 
a storage facility for our catering equipment, items for E bay and bric a brac and books 



for the Autumn Fayre. E bay sales were £1188.89, for which grateful thanks go to Mike 
Lynch. 
During the last 12 months, 3 new drivers have joined us, namely Anne Hendrie, Paul Dyson 
and David Derbyshire. Drivers who have left us during the past 12 months are Bridget 
Wright  and Maggie Woodward, though the latter may return at some point in the future.  
A total of 9 drivers have been unavailable during the last 12 months for varying periods 
of time due to illness though some have now returned to driving. Danny Mellor had a 
cycling accident in early June and is not able to drive again until next year.  
The Drivers’ Meeting held on 19th May was less well attended than usual with only 34 
present. Tim Sands spoke about Hidden Majorca which all present found most enjoyable. 
During the past 12 months almost all drivers have completed training in wheelchair lifting 
and handling and received a certificate and information booklet. A refresher session will 
be held every 3 years. This training was provided by Janet Lynch to whom go our grateful 
thanks. 
Some of the more anti-socially timed drives have included  Barlborough Hospital, 
Chesterfield for a 6.30am appointment and Derby Royal Infirmary for 6.15pm. Trips have 
also been made to John Radcliffe, Oxford and 2 further trips to Barlborough. Janet 
passed on her thanks, and those of the patients concerned, to those drivers who are 
willing to undertake these journeys. 
Finally Janet thanked  those who had taken over the transport booking whilst she had 
been away and also the Health Centre staff who continue to work with her to make the 
transport scheme the success it is. 

Village Hall 
On taking over the running of the Village Hall, the new Committee has looked into ways of 
improving and promoting the hall, applying for grants and raising funds to carry out a 
much needed refurbishment. 
At the beginning of the year, a professional Condition Report was carried out to prioritise 
renovation work. Refurbishment of the kitchen was identified as the main priority and of 
the £32,000 quoted for carrying out this work, £16,000 has already been received in 
grants from WLDC and IGas. Two more applications were made – one was unsuccessful 
and the result of the other was still awaited at the last meeting. However, the committee 
has agreed to proceed  using some of the Hall’s existing funds even if other grants are 
not forthcoming. To minimise disruption, the work will be carried out during the February 
2017  school half-term holiday. 
The advice of a specialist cleaning company was sought on certain areas, particularly the 
dance floor and toilets. 30% of revenue had previously been spent on cleaning and it was 
decided that efficiencies needed to be identified. 
In June, fittings for marquee style drapes were installed in the main hall. It is hoped this 
will improve the appeal of the Hall for weddings and other celebrations.  
Earlier in the year the Committee gave authority for the PDA to erect a shed on the site 
for storage of equipment at an annual rent of £50. This has proved a great asset to the 



PDA meaning that everything can be stored in one area and is readily available for events 
held at the hall. 
During the year discussions have taken place with the Parish Council regarding siting of 
the library in a temporary building at the Village Hall after the lease on the current 
building expires in 2017. The Parish Council have now decided to site this at Manor Park. 
Income has been similar to that of previous years despite losing the £8,000 income from 
the Kids Club. This has been due to arranging new service contracts, electronic accounting 
and new bookings received as well as general efficiencies. 

Any Other Business 
There was no other business. 

Election of Officers 

Phil was re-elected as Chairman, proposed by Jan Sims and seconded by Chris Jackson. 
From the Chair, Phil proposed that Mike Lynch be elected as Vice- Chairman. This was 
seconded by Isi and the proposal carried. 

From the Chair, Phil proposed that Isi Reynolds be re-elected to her post as Secretary. 
Janet Goddard seconded the proposal which was carried.  

From the Chair, Phil proposed that the Treasurer, Jan Sims  be re-elected to her post. This 
was seconded by Irene and the proposal was carried. 

From the Chair, Phil proposed that Janet Goddard be re-elected to her post as Transport 
Officer. This was seconded by Jan and was carried. 

Three  long standing Committees were not standing for re-election, Roy Minnitt, Sylvia 
Astbury and Joan Desforges. 

The remainder of the Committee was voted in en bloc. 

Two nominations had been received from people wishing to join the Committee. 
Firstly Jane Padgett who was proposed by Janet Goddard and seconded by Chris Jackson. 
This proposal was carried. 
Secondly Amy Xu who was not present at the meeting. 

The next AGM  will be held at the Health Centre on Thursday October 26th 2017 at 
7.30pm. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm 


